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Before You Begin

* Ancestor's Original Name

Date Place Immigration

Family Group Sheet

ARCHIVES

Naturalization

¢ S p e I I i n gs C h a n ge ?‘E:stcncd Military Service

Died Cause of Death

o Buried Date of Will

* First names may be weof W
Father Other Marriages

different Mot

A Wife (maiden name) Occupation(s)
> A r r Iva I D a te Date Place Immigration
Born Naturalization
. Christened Military Service
Died Cause of Death
e Age at Arrival
Father T
Mother Other Marriages

Other Information/Records (ie. Census, Passports, etc...)

If you need blank forms:
National Archives — Charts and Forms

https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/
charts-forms

National Archives and Records Administration NARA’s website is www.archives.gov NA Form 14135 (2/13)




Where to find Information

* Family Interviews

* Census Records

* Vital Records

* Newspapers

* Family and County Histories



Census

National Archives

* https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/
census

* (Clues in Census Records

* https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/census

/about
Questions varied with each census.

e US Census Bureau — Index of Questions
e https://www.census.gov/history/www/thro

ugh the decades/index of questions/
*NARA — Charts and Forms

* https://www.archives.gov/research/geneal
ogy/charts-forms

Search at Ancestry, HeritageQuest and Family
Search
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Census Questions

1820- Only Heads of Household were listed by name but there is a column for Number of
Foreigners not naturalized.

1850-1860— Place of Birth

1870 — Place of Birth, Parents of Foreign Birth, Male citizen over 217?

1880- Place of Birth, Parents' Place of Birth

1900 — Place of Birth, Parents' Place of Birth, Year of Immigration, How Many Years in the U.S.,
Naturalized?

1910- Place of Birth, Parents' Place of Birth, Year of Immigration, Naturalized or Alien?

1920 - Place of Birth, Parents' Place of Birth, Year of Immigration, Naturalized or Alien, Year of
Naturalization, Person's Mother tongue, Parents' Mother Tongue?

1930 - Place of Birth, Parent's Place of Birth, Language spoken before coming to U.S., Year of
Naturalization, Naturalized or Alien?

1940 — Person's place of birth, Is the person a citizen?
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Place of Birth — Austria Ruthenian
Arrived in 1900
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Place of Birth — Austria
Mother Tongue — Polish
Arrived in 1900
Naturalizedin 1906

1930 U.S. Census
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e Place of Birth — Austria
* Mother Tongue- Ukrainian
e Not Naturalized



Vital Records

Birth Certificates
Death Certificates
Marriage Licenses

May include names and
birthplaces of parents

Verify name spellings

APPLICATION FOR MARRIAGE LICENSE

No.
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Where to Find Vital Records

* Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission

e https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Vital-
Statistics.aspx

* Ancestry Pennsylvania
* https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Ancestry-PA.aspx

e Birth Certificates —1906-1915
* Death Certificates — 1906-1970
e Recent Birth and Death records kept by the PA Dept. Of Health
e Division of Vital Records
e https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/certificates/Pages/Vital%20Records.aspx

e Before 1906

* County Archives
e Church or Parish Records



https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Vital-Statistics.aspx
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Ancestry-PA.aspx
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e Marriages records kept by County

elist of PA County Courthouses at ———
www.statelibrary.pa.gov

*PA Unified Judicial System T e—
at http://www.pacourts.us/courts/courts- @ @ @ s O‘ L}D

of-common-pleas/individual-county-
courts County Courthouses in Pennsylvania

es > Genealogy and Local History > County Courthouses in Pennsylvania

Courthouses are important places to look for birth, marriage and death records. These are usually found in the Register of
Wills office in each county. Records in the Recorder of Deeds offices can also be useful. Naturalization records are usually
held by the Prothonotary's Office in each county.

Visit the Pennsylvania Courts of Common Pleas website for a map of all the County Courthouse.



http://www.statelibrary.pa.gov​
http://www.pacourts.us/courts/courts-of-common-pleas/individual-county-courts

Newspapers

* Marriage Announcements

* Ship Arrivals and Passenger Lists

Obituaries
* Birth and death dates

* Names of parent
* Birthplace

* |Immigration stories

Retirement Announcements

T WYTOVICH, SR.

SUCCUMBS FROM
THROAT ILLNESS

Proprietor of Hotel at .)th
and Mulberry Street |
Dies in Hospital !

FUNER AL O\ FRIDAY

Theodore W}'tn\'i(;h. Sr, for many
years proprietor of the Wytovich Hotel,
at the corner of Mulberry and Fifth
streets, died sudenly at the Gelsinger
hospital this morning at 7:00.

Death was due to a throat ailment
suffered over a period of several
years.

The deceased entered the Danville
institution as a patient last evening
at 9:15.

Born in Austria, March 3, 1881, the
deceased was reared to young manhood
| at the place of his birth and at the age
of eighteen years came to this country,
locating in Shamokin He married |
Mary Karpiak eighteen years ago

The wife and the following children
survive: Theodore, Jr., of Svymnur.;
Conn., John, Oscar, Anna. Walter, |
Olga, Helen, Joseph, Donald, Gloria, |
and Paul, all of Shamokin. The flrst |
three named are by a former marriage. |

Two step-brothers, Vietor and Sam-
uel Wytovich, both of Seymour, Conn., |
also survive. |

Funeral services will be held at 9:00 |
Monday morning, from the Ruthanian
Catholic church of Transfizuration, of
which the deceased was a member
Burial will be in the parish cemetery.

The body will be taken to the home
of the father-in-law of the deceased,
Dimitry Karpiak, of 251 w;m Qi\t}f
street, where friends and relatives may
view th( xonn‘m

%
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Mrs, Stephania Karpiak

Elderly Resident
0f Shamokin Dies

Mrs. Stephania Karpiak, 92, of
{251 South Sixth Street, oldest)
{member of Church of the Trans-
figuration, died yesterday morn-
ing at 12:% in Northumberland
County Hospital, Trevorton Road,
| after an illness of five years, She
had been a patient in the hos-
pital four and one-half years.

A native of Galicia, Austria,
{Mrs. Karpik u§s born in 1870. She
came to the United States when
she was 18 years of age. The late
Shamokin resident was the oldest
member of St. Anp's Society
She was married in February,
1890, in Church of the Transfig-
uration to Dymitri Karplak, who
died a number of years ago.

Survivors include two daugh-
ters, Helen, at home, and Steph-
ania, Whittier, Calif.; one son,
Oscar, Calif.; 13 grandchildren
and 12 great-grandchildren, and
one brother, Stephen Pasteryck,
Ambridge

Funeral services are in charge
of the Chowka Funeral Home.




Where to find Newspapers

e State Library Electronic Resources

. https://pa-gov.libguides.com/az.php

e State Library Microfilm Collection
*67 Pennsylvania Counties

e Chronicling America
* https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/

* Pennsylvania Newspaper Project

 https://libraries.psu.edu/about/collections/digital-newspapers/pennsylvania-newspaper-
projects-1983-2016

* Google News Archive
e https://news.google.com/newspapers

* Elephind.com
e https://elephind.com/



https://pa-gov.libguides.com/az.php
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
https://libraries.psu.edu/about/collections/digital-newspapers/pennsylvania-newspaper-projects-1983-2016
https://news.google.com/newspapers
https://elephind.com/

TH FAMILY

DESCENDED PROM

T' i S

Family Histories
and Genealogies

THE SMITH FAMILY.

GENERATION XIV.

JOHN SMITH

 State Library Catalog o Flosion || R
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" “ilv John Smith. [Susanna. 1856,/ about 1713.| Dec. 19, 1765, ‘ Brandywine Se
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e www.powerlibrary.org COUNTY MONAGHAN, IRELAND

John Smith (XV 1) is said to have married about seven years before

his emigration, and to have had five children upon his arrival in America.

® D a t a b a S e S R He left Ireland with his family, probably early in the year 1720. The voyage
MRS A e was so tempestuous that the emigrants encountered great danger, and were

R R L2 mueh delayed, but they came at last safely to land with all their belongings,

.H eritageQu est 3 R, A and with one more child than they started with, Robert having been born

during the passage across the ocean.

*Ancestry
*Family Search

e www.familysearch.org

PHILANELPHATA

On their arrival in Ameriea they proceeded promptly to what was then
called “the Brandywine Settlement,” in Chester Co., Pennsylvania, which had
been started by some of their countrymen who had very shortly preceded them,
and which developed in the first half of the eighteenth century into a great
Scotch-Irish community, The country near Philadelphia had been largely
taken up by the earlier emigration of the Quakers, who were mainly from
southern and western England. Back of them, and to their northward, in and
about the Great Valley of Chester county, the Welsh settlers had made their
home, and the north-of-Ireland men, when they came, pushed on to the hilly
country in the northern and western part of what is now Chester county,

(10)


http://www.statelibrary.pa.gov
http://www.powerlibrary.org
http://www.familysearch.org/

Where Did Your Ancestor Arrive?

* Many different points of entry
* New York (Ellis Island/Castle Garden)
* Philadelphia
e Baltimore
* Boston
e Charleston, SC
e San Francisco, CA (Angel Island)



Immigration & Naturalization

e 1790 - First Naturalization Law
* 1798 - Immigrant arrivals required to register at a local court
e 1820- Passenger lists required
e 1906 — Naturalization process is standardized and established the Bureau of Immigration &
Naturalization
* Prior to September 1906
* Any "court of record" could grant citizenship
e County Archives
* FamilySearch.org
* Ancestry
* After September 1906
* National Archives
e https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/overview
e After 1924
e U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
 https://www.uscis.gov/history-and-genealogy/research/researching-individuals



https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/overview
https://www.uscis.gov/history-and-genealogy/research/researching-individuals

When Did Your Ancestor Arrive?

Before January 1, 1820

Passenger Lists were not required by law

Prior to the Revolutionary War — Many British subjects weren't listed on
passenger lists because they were traveling from one area of Britain to
another.

No central depository for passenger lists
* Published Pennsylvania Archives (Ancestry & Fold 3)
* Many were published in books and journals.
* PA State Archives

No passenger lists prior to 1820 at the National Archives



Where to Find Passenger Lists
Before January 1, 1820

Published Passenger Lists
* A Bibliography of Ship Passenger Lists: 1535-1825. Compiled by Harold Lancour.
* Passengerand Immigration List Index. By William P. Filby.
* There are many published passenger lists that focus on specific time periods or a specific nationality or ethnic
group.
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission
* https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Ships-Passenger-Lists.aspx
e Port of Philadelphia Passenger Lists from 1727-1808

* Pennsylvania German Pioneers: A Publication of the Original Lists of Arrivals in the Port of Philadelphia from
172{1‘0)1808 by Ralph B. Strassburger and William J. Hinke (digital version accessible using the State Library
catalog

Published Pennsylvania Archives on Fold3

Ancestry.com
. Philadelphia, Passenger and Immigration Lists, 1800-1850
. Pennsylvania, U.S., Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists, 1800-1962

FamilySearch.com



https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Ships-Passenger-Lists.aspx

After January 1, 1820

* National Archives Passenger Arrival Lists
* https://www.archives.gov/nyc/findi
ng-aids/passenger-lists.html
e Access to Archival Databases
* Listings of primarily
Russian, Irish, German, and
Italian immigrants who
came to New York during
certain periods in the mid
to late 1800s.
e Ellis Island 1892-1954
e https://www.statueofliberty.org/elli
s-island/
e (Castle Garden 1855-1890
e http://www.castlegarden.org/
* Ancestry.com
* FamilySearch.com
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Additional Internet Resources

* Pennsylvania German Pioneers Passenger Lists
* https://sites.rootsweb.com/~pagermanpioneers/

* The Ships List
e https://www.theshipslist.com/

* Immigrant Ships Transcribers Guild
e https://www.immigrantships.net/
e Cyndi's List

* https://www.cyndislist.com/immigration/



https://sites.rootsweb.com/~pagermanpioneers/
https://www.theshipslist.com/
https://www.immigrantships.net/
https://www.cyndislist.com/immigration/

Naturalization Process

* Two-Step Process
1. File a Declaration of Intent
e Also called "First Papers"
2. File a Petition for Naturalization
e Also called "Second Papers" or "Final Papers"

* Information varies depending on the court and time period



Before 1906

PETITION FOfNATU’BALIZATlON Paia...
(UNDER 15 YEARS.)
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Colonial Era Naturalization Records

* Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission
e Naturalization lists of the Supreme Court and Courts of Nisi Prius, 1740-1773
* Availableat www.powerlibrary.org
e Published Pennsylvania Archives at Fold3 and Ancestry
 Names of Foreigners Who Took the Oath of Allegiance to the Province and State of Pennsylvania, 1727-1775,
1890 by William Henry Egle
» Digital version availablein Google Books and Family Search Digital Library

Naturalization Records after 1790

* Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission
e PA Supreme Court Naturalization Records — 1793-1868
* https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/PA-Supreme-Court-Naturalizations.aspx
* County Court Naturalization Records
* Contact County Courthouse
* https://www.statelibrary.pa.gov/GeneralPublic/Learn/Genealogy-and-Local-History/Pages/Count-
Courthouse-in-Pennsylvania.aspx
* Naturalization Records at the National Archives
* https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/naturalization
* Philadelphia City Archives
* https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-records/city-archives/
* Ancestry & Family Search



https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/PA-Supreme-Court-Naturalizations.aspx
https://www.statelibrary.pa.gov/GeneralPublic/Learn/Genealogy-and-Local-History/Pages/Count-Courthouse-in-Pennsylvania.aspx
https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/naturalization
https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-records/city-archives/
http://www.powerlibrary

Women and Children

 Derivative Citizenship

e Courts considered women naturalized when their husbands were naturalized

e Children under the age of 21 were considered citizens if their parent was
naturalized



Slaves and Indentured Servants

e PHMC - Indentured Servants

e https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Indentured-Servants.aspx

* Chester County Servant & Slavery Records
* https://www.chesco.org/1578/Servant-Slavery-Records

* Ancestry - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Indentures, 1771-1773

* National Archives — American Slavery Civil Records

* https://www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/slavery-records-
civil.html

e RG 36 — Records of U.S. Customs Service, 1745-1982
* Ancestry — some slave manifest databases



https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Indentured-Servants.aspx
https://www.chesco.org/1578/Servant-Slavery-Records
https://www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/slavery-records-civil.html

Search Strategies

 Check Indexes

* Passenger and Immigration Lists Index by William P. Filby
* Notavailable in Ancestry Library Edition

* Pennsylvania German Pioneers by Ralph B. Strassburger and William J. Hinke
* Name index in Volume Il

* Trace relatives or neighbors who may have emigrated with your ancestor
Trace male ancestors first

Use wild card searching (*/?) and variations of names

Check Canadian border crossing records

Check foreign passenger lists created at points of departure

Use maps to trace your ancestor's likely path of migration

Use Ancestry Card Catalog and the Family Search Collection List to focus on
specific resources or geographic areas



Use the Search Menu to narrow your
search to the category of Immigration &
Travel or by geographicare

Home Search

Message Boards

Title
Keyword(s)

} or ClearAll
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Filter By Collection

Passenger Lists
Crew Lists
Border Crossings & Passports

Citizenship & Naturalization

Lear!

g Center

Charts and Forms

New Collections

Card Catalog

Searchable listing of all record collections
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See more About Italy

Results 1-25 of 59

Title Collection v
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Birth, Marriage &
Death

Italy, Birth, Marriage & 5,602,428
Baptisms, Death
Birth, Marriage & 2,147,866

Death
Birth, Marriage &
Death

Birth, Marriage & 482,804
Death

Birth, Marriage &
Death

Birth, Marriage &
Death

Immigration &

Louisiana

Emigration

Search entire "Immigration & Travel" Categor;

Web: Ontario, Canada Immigration Records 1865-1883

Nova Scotia, Canada, Black Loyalist Directory, 1783

North Dakota, U.S., Naturalizations, 1873-1952

U.S, Boston Arrivals of Jewish Immigrants from HIAS Records, 1882-1929

Lithuania, Internal Passports, 1919-1940

Victoria, Australia, Assisted and Unassisted Passenger Lists, 1839-1923

% 1 Adams County, Mississippi, U.S., Slave Certificates, 1858-1861

) U.S., Southeast Coastwise Inward and Outward Slave Manifests, 1790-1860

L

[

[

r

Pennsylvania, U.S., Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists, 1800-1962

New Orleans, Louisiana, U.S., Slave Manifests, 1807-1860

Pennsylvania, U.S., Federal Naturalization Records, 1795-1931

Illinois, U.S., Federal Naturalization Records, 1856-1991
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Travel
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Travel
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Travel



Online Resources

* Family Search & Family Search Wikis- www.familysearch.org

* Cyndi's List - https://www.cyndislist.com/

* US GenWeb Project - http://www.usgenweb.org/

* National Archives - https://www.archives.gov/

* Library of Congress - https://www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/

* The Ships List - https://www.theshipslist.com/

* Immigrant Ancestors Project -
http://immigrants.byu.edu/?tabindex=0&tabid=1

* Library of Congress Historical Maps -
https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/



http://www.familysearch.org
https://www.cyndislist.com/
http://www.usgenweb.org/
https://www.archives.gov/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/
https://www.theshipslist.com/
http://immigrants.byu.edu/?tabindex=0&tabid=1
https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/

Suggested Reading

They Came in Ships: A Guide to Finding Your Immigrant Ancestor’s Arrival Record by
John P. Colletta. Turner Publishing Co., 2008.

Unofficial Guide to Ancestry.com by Nancy Hendrickson. Family Tree Books, 2014.

Unofficial Guide to FamilySearch.org. 2nd Ed. By Dana McCullough. Family Tree
Books, 2020.



State Library of Pennsylvania

Contact Us at: State Library of Pennsylvania

www.statelibrary.pa.gov

Email;: ra-reflib@pa.gov

State Library Electronic Resources
-Click on Resources boxin the gray bar, then
select "Search our electronicresources" tile.

Phone: 717-783-5950

Website: www.statelibrary.pa.gov

https://pa-gov.libguides.com/az.php

State employee library card applications
https://www.statelibrary.pa.gov/StateAgencies
/StateServices/Pages/default.aspx



mailto:ra-reflib@pa.gov
http://www.statelibrary.pa.gov/
http://www.statelibrary.pa.gov
https://pa-gov.libguides.com/az.php
https://www.statelibrary.pa.gov/StateAgencies/StateServices/Pages/default.aspx
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