
Immigration Records
At the State Library of Pennsylvania

Amy Woytovich
Genealogy Librarian
Email: Ra-reflib@pa.gov
May 18 , 2021

1

mailto:Ra-reflib@pa.gov


Before You Begin
• Ancestor's Original Name

• Spellings change

• First names may be 
different

• Arrival Date

• Age at Arrival
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If you need blank forms:
National Archives – Charts and Forms

https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/
charts-forms



Where to find Information

• Family Interviews

• Census Records

• Vital Records

• Newspapers

• Family and County Histories
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Census
• National Archives

• https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/
census

• Clues in Census Records
• https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/census

/about

• Questions varied with each census.

• US Census Bureau – Index of Questions

• https://www.census.gov/history/www/thro
ugh_the_decades/index_of_questions/

•NARA – Charts and Forms

• https://www.archives.gov/research/geneal
ogy/charts-forms

• Search at Ancestry, HeritageQuest and Family 
Search
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https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/census
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/census/about
https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/index_of_questions/
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/charts-forms
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• 1820- Only Heads of Household were listed by name but there is a column for Number of 
Foreigners not naturalized.

• 1850-1860 – Place of Birth
• 1870 – Place of Birth, Parents of Foreign Birth, Male citizen over 21?
• 1880- Place of Birth, Parents' Place of Birth
• 1900 – Place of Birth, Parents' Place of Birth, Year of Immigration, How Many Years in the U.S., 

Naturalized?
• 1910- Place of Birth, Parents' Place of Birth, Year of Immigration, Naturalized or Alien?
• 1920 – Place of Birth, Parents' Place of Birth, Year of Immigration, Naturalized or Alien, Year of 

Naturalization, Person's Mother tongue, Parents' Mother Tongue?
• 1930 – Place of Birth, Parent's Place of Birth, Language spoken before coming to U.S., Year of 

Naturalization, Naturalized or Alien?
• 1940 – Person's place of birth, Is the person a citizen?

Census Questions
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1910 U.S. Census

• Place of Birth – Austria Ruthenian
• Arrived in 1900
• Naturalized

1920 Census

• Place of Birth – Austria
• Mother Tongue – Polish
• Arrived in 1900
• Naturalized in 1906

1930 U.S. Census

• Place of Birth – Austria
• Mother Tongue- Ukrainian
• Not Naturalized



Vital Records

7

• Birth Certificates

• Death Certificates

• Marriage Licenses

• May include names and 
birthplaces of parents

• Verify name spellings



Where to Find Vital Records
• Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission

• https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Vital-
Statistics.aspx

• Ancestry Pennsylvania
• https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Ancestry-PA.aspx

• Birth Certificates – 1906-1915

• Death Certificates – 1906-1970

• Recent Birth and Death records kept by the PA Dept. Of Health
• Division of Vital Records

• https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/certificates/Pages/Vital%20Records.aspx

• Before 1906
• County Archives

• Church or Parish Records
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https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Vital-Statistics.aspx
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Ancestry-PA.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/certificates/Pages/Vital%20Records.aspx


Marriage Records

•Marriages records kept by County
•List of PA County Courthouses at 
www.statelibrary.pa.gov
•PA Unified Judicial System 
at http://www.pacourts.us/courts/courts-
of-common-pleas/individual-county-
courts
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http://www.statelibrary.pa.gov
http://www.pacourts.us/courts/courts-of-common-pleas/individual-county-courts


Newspapers

• Obituaries

• Birth and death dates

• Names of parent

• Birthplace

• Immigration stories

• Marriage Announcements

• Retirement Announcements

• Ship Arrivals and Passenger Lists
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Where to find Newspapers

• State Library Electronic Resources

• https://pa-gov.libguides.com/az.php

• State Library Microfilm Collection
•67 Pennsylvania Counties

• Chronicling America

• https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/

• Pennsylvania Newspaper Project

• https://libraries.psu.edu/about/collections/digital-newspapers/pennsylvania-newspaper-
projects-1983-2016

• Google News Archive

• https://news.google.com/newspapers

• Elephind.com

• https://elephind.com/
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Family Histories 
and Genealogies

• State Library Catalog

• www.statelibrary.pa.gov

• PA Photos and Documents

• www.powerlibrary.org

• Databases
•HeritageQuest

•Ancestry

•Family Search

• www.familysearch.org
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http://www.statelibrary.pa.gov
http://www.powerlibrary.org
http://www.familysearch.org/


Where Did Your Ancestor Arrive?

• Many different points of entry
• New York (Ellis Island/Castle Garden)

• Philadelphia

• Baltimore

• Boston

• Charleston, SC

• San Francisco, CA (Angel Island)
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Immigration & Naturalization
• 1790 – First Naturalization Law

• 1798 – Immigrant arrivals required to register at a local court

• 1820 – Passenger lists required

• 1906 – Naturalization process is standardized and established the Bureau of Immigration & 
Naturalization

• Prior to September 1906

• Any "court of record" could grant citizenship

• County Archives

• FamilySearch.org

• Ancestry

• After September 1906

• National Archives

• https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/overview

• After 1924

• U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services

• https://www.uscis.gov/history-and-genealogy/research/researching-individuals 14

https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/overview
https://www.uscis.gov/history-and-genealogy/research/researching-individuals


When Did Your Ancestor Arrive?

• Passenger Lists were not required by law

• Prior to the Revolutionary War – Many British subjects weren't listed on 
passenger lists because they were traveling from one area of Britain to 
another.

• No central depository for passenger lists
• Published Pennsylvania Archives (Ancestry & Fold 3)

• Many were published in books and journals.

• PA State Archives

• No passenger lists prior to 1820 at the National Archives
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Before January 1, 1820



Where to Find Passenger Lists

• Published Passenger Lists
• A Bibliography of Ship Passenger Lists: 1535-1825. Compiled by Harold Lancour.
• Passenger and Immigration List Index. By William P. Filby.
• There are many published passenger lists that focus on specific time periods or a specific nationality or ethnic 

group.

• Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission
• https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Ships-Passenger-Lists.aspx
• Port of Philadelphia Passenger Lists from 1727-1808
• Pennsylvania German Pioneers: A Publication of the Original Lists of Arrivals in the Port of Philadelphia from 

1727 to 1808 by Ralph B. Strassburger and William J. Hinke (digital version accessible using the State Library 
catalog)

• Published Pennsylvania Archives on Fold3

• Ancestry.com
• Philadelphia, Passenger and Immigration Lists, 1800-1850
• Pennsylvania, U.S., Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists, 1800-1962

• FamilySearch.com
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Before January 1, 1820

https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Ships-Passenger-Lists.aspx


After January 1, 1820
• National Archives Passenger Arrival Lists

• https://www.archives.gov/nyc/findi
ng-aids/passenger-lists.html
• Access to Archival Databases

• Listings of primarily 
Russian, Irish, German, and 
Italian immigrants who 
came to New York during 
certain periods in the mid 
to late 1800s.

• Ellis Island 1892-1954
• https://www.statueofliberty.org/elli

s-island/
• Castle Garden 1855-1890

• http://www.castlegarden.org/
• Ancestry.com
• FamilySearch.com
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https://www.archives.gov/nyc/finding-aids/passenger-lists.html%E2%80%8B
https://www.statueofliberty.org/ellis-island/
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Additional Internet Resources

• Pennsylvania German Pioneers Passenger Lists
• https://sites.rootsweb.com/~pagermanpioneers/

• The Ships List
• https://www.theshipslist.com/

• Immigrant Ships Transcribers Guild
• https://www.immigrantships.net/

• Cyndi's List
• https://www.cyndislist.com/immigration/

18

https://sites.rootsweb.com/~pagermanpioneers/
https://www.theshipslist.com/
https://www.immigrantships.net/
https://www.cyndislist.com/immigration/


Naturalization Process

• Two-Step Process
• 1. File a Declaration of Intent

• Also called "First Papers"

• 2. File a Petition for Naturalization

• Also called "Second Papers" or "Final Papers"

• Information varies depending on the court and time period
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Before 1906 After 1906
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• Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission
• PA Supreme Court Naturalization Records – 1793-1868

• https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/PA-Supreme-Court-Naturalizations.aspx
• County Court Naturalization Records

• Contact County Courthouse
• https://www.statelibrary.pa.gov/GeneralPublic/Learn/Genealogy-and-Local-History/Pages/Count-

Courthouse-in-Pennsylvania.aspx
• Naturalization Records at the National Archives

• https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/naturalization
• Philadelphia City Archives

• https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-records/city-archives/
• Ancestry & Family Search

Naturalization Records after 1790

Colonial Era Naturalization Records

• Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission
• Naturalization lists of the Supreme Court and Courts of Nisi Prius, 1740-1773
• Available at www.powerlibrary.org

• Published Pennsylvania Archives at Fold3 and Ancestry
• Names of Foreigners Who Took the Oath of Allegiance to the Province and State of Pennsylvania, 1727-1775, 

1890 by William Henry Egle
• Digital version available in Google Books and Family Search Digital Library

https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/PA-Supreme-Court-Naturalizations.aspx
https://www.statelibrary.pa.gov/GeneralPublic/Learn/Genealogy-and-Local-History/Pages/Count-Courthouse-in-Pennsylvania.aspx
https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/naturalization
https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-records/city-archives/
http://www.powerlibrary


Women and Children 

• Derivative Citizenship
• Courts considered women naturalized when their husbands were naturalized

• Children under the age of 21 were considered citizens if their parent was 
naturalized
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Slaves and Indentured Servants

• PHMC – Indentured Servants
• https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Indentured-Servants.aspx

• Chester County Servant & Slavery Records
• https://www.chesco.org/1578/Servant-Slavery-Records

• Ancestry - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Indentures, 1771-1773

• National Archives – American Slavery Civil Records
• https://www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/slavery-records-

civil.html

• RG 36 – Records of U.S. Customs Service, 1745-1982

• Ancestry – some slave manifest databases
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Search Strategies
• Check Indexes

• Passenger and Immigration Lists Index by William P. Filby
• Not available in Ancestry Library Edition

• Pennsylvania German Pioneers by Ralph B. Strassburger and William J. Hinke
• Name index in Volume III

• Trace relatives or neighbors who may have emigrated with your ancestor
• Trace male ancestors first
• Use wild card searching (*/?) and variations of names

• Check Canadian border crossing records
• Check foreign passenger lists created at points of departure
• Use maps to trace your ancestor's likely path of migration

• Use Ancestry Card Catalog and the Family Search Collection List to focus on 
specific resources or geographic areas
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Use the Search Menu to narrow your 
search to the category of Immigration & 
Travel or by geographic are



Online Resources
• Family Search & Family Search Wikis- www.familysearch.org

• Cyndi's List - https://www.cyndislist.com/

• US GenWeb Project - http://www.usgenweb.org/

• National Archives - https://www.archives.gov/

• Library of Congress - https://www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/

• The Ships List - https://www.theshipslist.com/

• Immigrant Ancestors Project -
http://immigrants.byu.edu/?tabindex=0&tabid=1

• Library of Congress Historical Maps -
https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/
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http://www.familysearch.org
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Suggested Reading

They Came in Ships: A Guide to Finding Your Immigrant Ancestor's Arrival Record by 
John P. Colletta. Turner Publishing Co., 2008.

Unofficial Guide to Ancestry.com by Nancy Hendrickson. Family Tree Books, 2014.

Unofficial Guide to FamilySearch.org. 2nd Ed. By Dana McCullough. Family Tree 
Books, 2020.
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Contact Us at:

Email: ra-reflib@pa.gov

Phone: 717-783-5950

Website: www.statelibrary.pa.gov

State Library of Pennsylvania
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State Library of Pennsylvania
www.statelibrary.pa.gov

State Library Electronic Resources
-Click on Resources box in the gray bar, then 
select "Search our electronic resources" tile.

https://pa-gov.libguides.com/az.php

State employee library card applications
https://www.statelibrary.pa.gov/StateAgencies
/StateServices/Pages/default.aspx

mailto:ra-reflib@pa.gov
http://www.statelibrary.pa.gov/
http://www.statelibrary.pa.gov
https://pa-gov.libguides.com/az.php
https://www.statelibrary.pa.gov/StateAgencies/StateServices/Pages/default.aspx
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