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U.S. Census

e Official count of a population at regular intervals

e U.S. Constitution
* Article 1, Section 2

e .."Theactual Enumerationshallbe made within three
Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United
States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in
such Manner as they shall by Law direct"....

e 1790-1950

* Information not released for 72 years

* (Questions varied with each census.
e US Census Bureau — Index of Questions

* https://www.census.gov/history/www/through the . _ B
decades/index of questions/ National Archives Identifier: 6200775

*NARA — Charts and Forms

* https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/charts
-forms
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Important Census Dates

1790-

1840

1850

1870

1880

1890

1902

1940

1840
Only heads of household listed by name
Tally columns

* Age/Gender/Race/Free/Slave

Centralized Census Office created
Veterans Schedule

All members of household enumerated by name

First Census after the Civil War

Relationship to head of household listed

Veterans Schedule
Populations schedules destroyed

U.S. Census Bureau created

Native Americans counted in the General Population Schedule for the 1st time



What Information Can | Find on the Census?

* Names/Addresses/Family Relationships

* Vital Records
* Marriages
* Births

* Immigration
* Year of arrival
* Year of Naturalization
* Place of birth

e Military Pensions

* Economics
* Home Owner
* Occupation
* Employment status

 Literacy/Education Level
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Census Schedules

Veterans
e 1840and 1890

Slave
e 1850and 1860

Native Americans
* 1900,1910,1950

Mortality
* 1850-1880

Dependent, Defective and Delinquent Classes
. 1880 Mo,

Agricultural National Archives ID: 6200721

* 1840-1880

Industry and Manufacturing
* 1810-1910

Alasica, t00, sam the censun enuserator arrive in his dog sled. (Slide 4)



Veterans Schedules

* Available from Ancestry and the U.S. Census

1890 Veterans Schedules

Union Civil War Veterans and Widows

Name, rank, regiment, date of enlistment,
date of discharge, length of service, injuries
1840 Revolutionary War Pensioner Census
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/
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https://www.census.gov/library/publications/1841/dec/1840d.html

Mortality

* Deaths during the previous 12 months

e 1850,1860, 1870 and 1880

e Lists deaths that occurred between June 1st and

May 31stin the year prior

* Name, age, sex, color, place of birth, month of death,

occupation and cause of death
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Slave Schedules

* Slaves were not listed by name

1850 and 1860

Freedman's Bureau

* https://www.archives.gov/research/african

-americans/freedmens-bureau
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https://www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/freedmens-bureau

Native Americans

* 1860-1880
e Living in the general population and considered "taxed."
1890
e 1st census to include enumeration of all Native Americans
* Destroyed by fire
1900 -1910
e Special Inquiries Relating to Indians
* "Indian Population Schedules"
e 1900 and 1910 Census
* Enumeration of Native Americans living on and off reservations
1920-1930
* Normal questionnaires with special instructions for Native American respondents
1924
* Indian Citizenship Act of 1924
1940
* Native Americans fully counted on normal population schedules for the first time

1950

* Form P8 —Indian Reservation Schedule
* Names/tribal or clan affiliation/ degree of Indian blood/ability to read and write English



Additional Native American Resources

e [ndian Census Rolls (NARA)
e« 1885-1940
 Annual
* Conducted by Bureau of Indian Affairs
* Digitally at Ancestry.com and Fold3
 Name, roll no., age, sex, relationship to head of family
* Formal affiliation with a tribe
eDawes Records
*"Final Rolls"
« 1898-1914
eDigital Copy in National Archives Catalog
*https://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/dawes/tutorial/intro.html
eCherokee, Creek, Choctaw, Chickasaw and Seminole Tribes



https://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/dawes/tutorial/intro.html

Enumeration Districts

= 1880-1970
= Mapped area that was covered by a single enumerator
during the Census period
= May change from one Census to the next
= Varyinsize
= Use to narrow search
= Maps of districts were created by the Census Bureau
= National Archives Catalog
= https://catalog.archives.gov/id/821491
= Steve Morse Unified Census ED Finder
= https://stevemorse.org/census/unified.html

National Archives Identifier: 207899870


https://catalog.archives.gov/id/821491
https://stevemorse.org/census/unified.html
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1950 Census

» Search by State, County/City, Name or Enumeration District
e https://1950census.archives.gov/search/

National Archives ID: 207899869

Your Search

Recent Search ™ Clear Search
Location ~A
State
County/City
Name A

First and/or Last Name n

Enumeration District (ED) A

Example 1-15 n

Indian Reservation Schedule ~

17


https://1950census.archives.gov/search/

ED State County/City Matched Name(s)
Your Search 49-122 Pennsylvania Northumberland Waytowich

o Share Population Schedules
Pennsylvania =
Help Us Transcribe Names @

x
Northumberiand = Pennsylvania, Northumberland, 49-122 [}

woytovich X
=
Recent Search ™ Clear Search ==
Ly W i apd
P' 190 CENSES OF POPULATION AND HOWSING
Location ~

Pennsylvania

Northumberland FCoe oy .
s
B R W TR
ED State County/City Matched Mame(s)
49-122 Pennsylvania Northumberland Waytowich

LA ETE  Population Schedules

Machine Learning (AI) Extracted Names

1 of1 .01

» l:nollJohngo e RettaKay e 4:RitayRay e 4:Frankline e %acant e 7:Vacant e Waytowich e« Donald

¢ 9:Gloria e 11:Keating Thomas e Stransestmaty e JohnJ. e 16:Sindam. e 17:MasthaV. e 18:miller Edwin gr
¢ 19:NelenR. » 20:Walsh JohnE. e 21:Julia e 22:Jacqueline e 24:Wallcharles.g.  25:Shingara Johnsts.

¢ 25 JuliaE. e 26:John e 28:Joseph e Edward e 30:grightine
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Lounty 'O ) Neg Na

Karpish Stephania

A9-112 Northumberiand . .
Transcription Tool
o ™~
3 Population Schedules % .
Need to know line number
Help Us Transcsibe Names
Your Search d
= Pennsvivania, Northumberland, 49-112 ] :
Pennsylvania X : l . m 2
Northumberland X
Add Transcription
stephania karpiak X #oi 37 IO
R L4 G gt " it of
Recent Search Clear Search e A‘ Bl el R e Page 1, Line 28 o of3
. R — = ik -, 3
Location S 5 K e 3 i :
! £ ! . ..
S oy WL { < o ©@thank you for submitting a transcription! @
DS A Pk {‘ 1 o _ _ o _
Northumberland ‘ = &5 ;‘? 5 -;; E.‘..‘f 1 i?"-"fo- i Your transcription will be published within 24 hours, pending moderato!
oy [ Yyt Servone - e
o B o A aaed £ | { approval.
Rop  God o 2w e :-- 0w Ahdie e |
o ik f +
Name ~ Renle fii0 . PREFIX
E,‘ ol “"‘? LAST NAME
St v e . R A B e
First and/or Last Name n E_;‘: ::‘E A 'i‘““ "_ :' Kar |ak
c}é ua g ey 1 g p
R "f? —,,“‘; FIRST NAME
Enumeration District (ED) ~ b‘% sl Py j
v e : Helen
"N
Example 1-15 n vii | MIDDLE NAME
g LTI Do SUFFIX
Tune here tn search Ikt .’ s A e Sy .
: WL e s S § )
Add Another Transcription
E0 Srate County/City Maiched Namet) ‘ Add a Transcription to the Next Line ‘
49-112 Pennsylvania Northumberland Karpish Stephania

Machine Learning (AI) Extracted Names *

o§ Share Population Schedules

e 2:Smyden Eracu
¢ 8:nooneathome

e 3:RalphJ. e 4:Dandoek JacabT

e 4:CatherineT e 6:Paulg e 6:Robert e 7:nooneathome

e 9: Matisich Menge

e 10: Catherine W

e 12:Scandle John f

e 12:adeleC e 14: Jeanninea

e 20: Marlinw

e 21:Shook. Robert H

e 14:Marief e 15:Anne e 17:KotronJohnr e 18:Wolfe Hearyc e 18:cans.

s 22:SarahC e 24:shoop Thursam e 26:Buggy JosephE e 26: marym.
s 29:BouindimaryG e 30: Robert

s 27:Karpish Stephania e 28: Helen
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Census Search Strategies

e Search for every relative on the Census
e Search for every available Census during the person's lifetime

e Look for variations in names
* Name Spellings
 Nicknames

* Find where your ancestor was living
 City directories
* Enumeration District maps

* Read the entire entry

* Look through the entries of neighbors

* Work backwards in time

* Remember that Census information is secondary information



Soundex

Coded Surname Index
1880, 1900, 1910, 1920and 1930

Phonetic
e Groups names that sound alike but are spelled differently

Converts names to a single letter and 3-digit code
e 1stletter of last name followed by numbers for 3 consonants
e W312

Soundex Calculator
e http://sites.rootsweb.com/~nedodge/transfer/soundexlist.htm



http://sites.rootsweb.com/~nedodge/transfer/soundexlist.htm

Where to Search the U.S. Census

Ancestry.com
* In-library use only
* https://www.statelibrary.pa.gov/Contact/Pages/The-State-Library-of-Pennsylvania.aspx

HeritageQuest
 Remote access for Commonwealth employees
e https://pa-gov.libguides.com/az.php

FamilySearch
* Free
 www.familysearch.org

National Archives
 https://www.archives.gov/research/census
* Includes 1950 Census



https://www.statelibrary.pa.gov/Contact/Pages/The-State-Library-of-Pennsylvania.aspx
https://pa-gov.libguides.com/az.php
http://www.familysearch.org
https://www.archives.gov/research/census

Genealogy Research and the Census

https://pa-gov.libguides.com/c.php?g=1211818

pennsylvania
STATE LIBRARY
American Civil War Era Genealogy Research @
State Library of Pennsylvania / LibGuides / Genealogy Research and the Census /| Home
Digital Collections @ - o
Genealogy Research and the Census Search
Genealogy at the State Library of Pennsylvania @ This guide provides information about using the United States Census when researching your family history.

Subjects: African Americans, Genealogy, History, Native Americans, Pennsylvania History Tags: Census, genealogy, Pennsylvania, U.5. Census, United States Census
Genealogy Research and the Census @

ntroduction The United States Census is mandated by the U.S. Constitution. The first census taken was in 1790 and the census is
Makerspace STEMlab Adult Programs - 2022 Monthly Series @ s

retaken every 10 years. The information collected varied with each census depending on the needs of the Federal

Newspaper A-Z Town List @ General Information Goveenment. From 1790 to 1840, only heads of households were listed by name. Beginning with the 1850 census, all
~ members of a household were listed.
Newspapers by County @ >oundex
e Why We Conduct the Decennial Census of Population and Housing (U.S. Census Bureau)
Pennsylvania Newspapers @ \orpopulat\m Schedules
Read It, See It @ Census Information for

The 1790 to 1940 censuses are currently available to the public. The 1950 United States Census is scheduled to be
, Various Groups . , , , , , -
Revolutionary War Era Genealogy Research @ Toup released on April 1, 2022. Please see the National Archives site for more information about availability of the 1950

-~ R = Elfie census records.
State Library of Pennsylvania Virtual Farm Show Booth 2021 @ Census Records Online

Web Archives 6 Photographs of the U.S. e 1950 United States Census (National Archives)

Census ¢ Release of 1950 Census Will Increase Access to Records (National Archives)
An article from the National Archives News discussing increased access to information about military service,

government employment and participation in New Deal relief programs using the 1950 census.
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https://pa-gov.libguides.com/c.php?g=1211818

Genealogy at the State Library of Pennsylvania

https://pa-gov.libguides.com/

21 https//pa-gov.libguides.com/c.php?g=1069281 T8 o=

Er pennsylvania
STATE LIBRARY

State Library of Pennsylvania LibGuides Genealogy at the State Library of Pennsylvania Genealogical Research at the State Library of Pennsylvania
Genealogy at the State Library of Pennsylvania Search this Guide Search
A guide to the resources available through the State Library of Pennsylvania and places librarians go to find that information

Subjects: Genealogy Tags: genealogy, Local History, Pennsylvania

Genealogical Research at the The State Library of Pennsylvania Genealogy Collection

State Library of Pennsylvania

The State Library of Pennsylvania Genealogy and Local History collection consists of indexes, genealogies, state and
The Siene L5y 6f county histories, family histories, regimental histories from the Revolutionary and Civil Wars, city directories, atlases,
’ land warranty maps, ship passenger lists, and compilations of church and cemetery records. Our collection also

ylvania Genealogy
| B includes Federal Census records for Pennsylvania, from 1790 to 1930, on microfilm, agricultural and business censuses.
Collection ) ‘ . N . .
Many older items in our collection have been digitized and are available in the PA Photos and Documents

State Library of Pennsylvania Collection at the Pennsylvania Power Library website.
Genealogy Lunch-n-Learn In addition to our print and digital resources, the State Library also subscribes to several genealogical database
Programs including Ancestry.com, HeritageQuest and Fold3. These databases can be searched on-site at the State Library.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania employees may access many of our databases remotely using thier State Libary of
Research Basics Pennsylvnia library card. For more information about our electronic databases, please go to our A- Z Databases page.
Vital Records For more information about the State Library of Pennsylvania, please see the Library's website. If you need further

" . assistance, please see the State Library's Contact Information page.
Birth and Death Certificates P Y pag

Marriage and Divorce

State Library of Pennsylvania Genealogy Lunch-n-Learn Programs

Records

e State Library Genealogy Lunch-n-Learn Programs

Adoption Records
] Check out the State Library's genealogy Lunch-n-Learn programs!
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https://pa-gov.libguides.com/

State Library of Pennsylvania

Contact Us at:

Email;: ra-reflib@pa.gov

Phone: 717-783-5950

Website: www.statelibrary.pa.gov

To Book a Research Appointment: https://www.statelibrary.pa.gov/Contact/Pages/The-State-
Library-of-Pennsylvania.aspx



mailto:ra-reflib@pa.gov
http://www.statelibrary.pa.gov​
https://www.statelibrary.pa.gov/Contact/Pages/The-State-Library-of-Pennsylvania.aspx
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